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Did you know that Duke TIP also has a talent search  
for seventh graders? 

Go to tip.duke.edu/7gts to learn more.
Enrollment for the 7th Grade Talent Search is August 1–April 30.

1Identify 2Notify
Identify those who  
qualify for Duke TIP  
(tip.duke.edu/456identify) 

Notify them of  
their eligibility  
(tip.duke.edu/456toolkit)

We do the rest!

How do you engage and support a student who 

has already mastered grade-level material while still 

meeting the needs of your other students? The Duke 

University Talent Identification Program can help. 

For over thirty-seven years, we’ve helped educators 

identify, recognize, and meet the educational needs 

of their academically talented students. As experts in 

the field of gifted education, we are here to share our 

programs, research, and resources with you, but we 

need your help! As a nonprofit organization, Duke TIP 

depends on educators to identify academically talented 

students who would benefit from special recognition, 

customized publications, online communities, research-

based advice, optional above-grade-level testing, 

and challenging educational programs. Your role is 

to simply identify the qualified students and let them 

know they are eligible to enroll in the Duke TIP  

4th–6th Grade Talent Search. We do the rest! 

One hundred percent of our revenues go to funding our 

programs and providing financial aid for students in 

need. In fact, we awarded over $4.1 million in financial 

aid last year to ensure that qualified students of all 

economic backgrounds could participate in Duke TIP. 

Nearly 3 million students have benefited from TIP’s 

support since 1980. With your help, we can identify and 

serve even more students in the years to come.  

Supporting your gifted students is easy:

http://tip.duke.edu/7gts
http://tip.duke.edu/456identify
http://tip.duke.edu/456toolkit
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Your Role in the Process
Identify qualified students

Duke TIP’s 4th–6th Grade Talent Search is open to current fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade students who  
qualify through one of these four methods:

1. Scoring at or above the 95th percentile on an accepted national standardized achievement or abilities test

2. Scoring at or above the 95th percentile on a state assessment 

3. Scoring 125 or above (full scale or composite) on an accepted IQ test that is no more than two years old

4. Receiving an educator recommendation (simply write “educator recommendation” on the invitation form)  

For methods 1–3, there are two things to keep in mind:

• Students only need to qualify on one subtest or the composite to be eligible for the program. 

• Qualifying scores may come from either of the two most recent test administrations. Typically, that means scores 
received during one of the two previous grades. If current test results have not been released in your state by the 
end of September, we recommend using scores from 2016 to identify your students.

1Identify

2Notify

Duke TIP accepts scores from a wide variety of  
national and state assessments and provides  
these score thresholds online. 

Please visit tip.duke.edu/456identify 
to find the scores you need to identify  
your qualified students.

Notify students of their eligibility

Once you’ve identified your students, it’s time to let them know they are eligible to join Duke TIP. You may download 
invitation forms, fee waiver forms for students eligible to receive free or reduced lunch, brochures, instructions, and more 
from the educator toolkit at tip.duke.edu/456toolkit. If you find it easier to photocopy forms and fill them out by hand, 
you may use the invitation form and fee waiver form inserted into this guide. 

Qualifying students may join Duke TIP either by enrolling online or by using a paper application. 
This means you do not have to take any other action unless you choose to follow up on the 
invitations sent or your school wishes to recognize Duke TIP participants in the spring. 

Students who have enrolled in a prior year do not need to re-enroll: students enroll only 
once and benefits are provided until the end of the sixth grade year. You may request a list 
of currently enrolled students at any time by emailing 456talentsearch@tip.duke.edu.

State assessment schedules vary, and results are often delayed.  
Be sure to keep your contact information current at tip.duke.edu/schoolupdate  
so we can update you on qualifying scores as they become available.

http://tip.duke.edu/456identify
http://tip.duke.edu/456toolkit
mailto:456talentsearch%40tip.duke.edu?subject=
http://tip.duke.edu/schoolupdate
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Identify and Notify Early
Enrollment is open from October 1, 2017, to March 31, 2018. 

Once you’ve identified qualified students, it’s important to let them know about the opportunity, and the earlier 
the better! You can download an invitation form at tip.duke.edu/456toolkit, if you wish to notify your students by 
email, or photocopy the print version inserted into this guide. Fill out an invitation form for each student and send 
it home to students and their families. They can then enroll online or by a paper application.

While talent search enrollment is available through March, it’s best to identify students as early as possible 
so they can also register for the optional PSAT 8/9 assessment, if they wish to test this academic year, and 
maximize their benefits. 

PSAT 8/9 test dates Paper Registration  
Postmark Deadline

Online Registration 
Deadline

Saturday, January 20, 2018 Friday, December 1, 2017 Monday, December 11, 2017

Saturday, February 10, 2018 Friday, December 29, 2017 Monday, January 8, 2018

Sunday, February 11, 2018 Friday, December 29, 2017 Monday, January 8, 2018

Testing Exceptions—Visit tip.duke.edu/psat89signup for information  
about testing accommodations for students with disabilities.

If your school or district is interested in hosting PSAT 8/9 testing for talent search 
students, please contact us by email at psat89tip@tip.duke.edu.

http://tip.duke.edu/456toolkit
http://tip.duke.edu/psat89signup
mailto:psat89tip%40tip.duke.edu?subject=


New this year: enroll online  
with a fee waiver
Students who are requesting a fee waiver now have  

the ability to enroll either online at tip.duke.edu/enroll  
or to submit a paper application, whichever is easier for them!

Fees
The 4th–6th Grade Talent Search charges a onetime nonrefundable enrollment fee of $40 that gives students 
access to their benefits until the end of sixth grade. 

If students wish to take the optional PSAT 8/9, they must pay an additional $42 testing fee.  

Financial Aid
Duke TIP is committed to serving all academically talented students, no matter their family’s income level.  
Any student who qualifies for free or reduced lunch is eligible for a fee waiver that eliminates the  
$40 4th–6th Grade Talent Search enrollment fee. We also offer a fixed number of fee waivers for the $42 PSAT 8/9 
registration fee, granted on a first-come, first-served basis.

To request a fee waiver for either talent search enrollment or PSAT 8/9 registration, students need to submit a 
completed fee waiver form (available at tip.duke.edu/456toolkit and as an insert in this guide) printed on school 
letterhead or submit a copy of their free or reduced lunch approval paperwork at the time of enrollment.  

Please note that if your school is submitting applications in bulk for multiple students to enroll in TIP, you may list 
them all on one fee waiver form. If your school intends to pay the enrollment or testing fees for your students, visit 
tip.duke.edu/456toolkit for purchase order instructions. 

Get Started Now
Visit tip.duke.edu/456toolkit to find all of the materials you’ll need to identify, notify, and recognize students!  
Many are available in both English and Spanish. You’ll find:

• invitation and fee waiver forms

• informational materials

• webinars, presentations, and videos

• purchase order instructions

34th–6th Grade Talent Search Educator Guide

http://tip.duke.edu/enroll
http://tip.duke.edu/456toolkit
http://tip.duke.edu/456toolkit
http://tip.duke.edu/456toolkit
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Benefits
Duke TIP’s 4th–6th Grade Talent Search offers students a variety of benefits, enrichment activities, and  
access to accelerated learning programs, as well as support of their social, emotional, and academic needs,  
through the end of sixth grade.

Educational Guidance  |  Grades 4–6  |  inquiries@tip.duke.edu
Parents and teachers of talent search participants have access to TIP’s experienced  
gifted education experts whenever they need advice.

Discounts on Independent Learning Products  |  Grades 4–6  |  tip.duke.edu/learn
Talent search participants enjoy discounts on TIP’s Independent Learning opportunities,  
as well as Rosetta Stone Foundations, available in over twenty languages.

TIP’s Research Digest, Talent Talk, and Opportunity Guide  |  Grades 4–6  |  giftedtoday.org
TIP’s blog, Gifted Today, features: TIP’s Research Digest, covering research in gifted education; Talent Talk, offering 

research-backed advice; and the Opportunity Guide, connecting students to programs, contests, and scholarships. 

Recognition  |  Grades 4–6  |  tip.duke.edu/456recognition
We celebrate students’ accomplishments by awarding certificates, hosting recognition ceremonies for 
qualified students, and providing educators with tools to recognize students with ceremonies at their schools.

Above-Grade-Level Testing  |  Grades 4–6  |  tip.duke.edu/psat89
With an additional test registration fee of $42, participants can take the optional PSAT 8/9 assessment each year. 
Score results are sent only to parents, and Duke TIP posts a results summary online to help interpret the scores.

Writing and Illustration Contest  |  Grades 4–6  |  tip.duke.edu/writingcontest
This annual contest invites students to submit short stories and artwork  
based on a unique prompt. Winners and their schools receive cash prizes.

Book Club  |  Grades 4–6  |  tip.duke.edu/456benefits
Participants can join the bimonthly online book club, which features activities, guided reading 

questions, and discussions that bring out different elements of each novel read.

Navigator  |  Grades 4–6  |  tip.duke.edu/navigator
This online monthly publication for gifted students explores new subjects through feature articles, 
interviews with experts, at-home activities, and opportunities for TIPsters to contribute.

An Entry Point for Accelerated Learning Programs  |  Grades 4–6  |  tip.duke.edu/programs
Talent search participants are eligible to apply to TIP’s renowned  

educational programs. Additional program fees apply; financial aid is available.

http://inquiries@tip.duke.edu
http://tip.duke.edu/learn
http://giftedtoday.org
http://tip.duke.edu/456recognition
http://tip.duke.edu/psat89
http://tip.duke.edu/writingcontest
http://tip.duke.edu/456benefits
http://tip.duke.edu/navigator
http://tip.duke.edu/programs


The Importance of  
Above-Grade-Level Testing
Students who enroll in Duke TIP’s 4th–6th Grade Talent Search 
have received top scores on grade-level exams. However, 
grade-level exams only measure whether students have 
mastered grade-level material. They cannot tell you how far 
above grade level a student’s abilities may go. TIP’s resources 
allow students—as well as their families and educators—the 
opportunity to explore their talents and interests, gaining a 
better understanding of their strengths and needs.

We offer students the opportunity to take the PSAT 8/9  
test, an above-grade-level assessment designed for eighth and 
ninth graders. Taken early, this exam is a useful diagnostic 
tool for younger gifted students, often revealing important 
nuances about their academic abilities. Students are eligible 
to test each year they are enrolled in the talent search, 
making it easy to use the scores to create an informed 
academic plan. In addition, students who take the PSAT 8/9 
through Duke TIP also automatically qualify to enroll in the 
7th Grade Talent Search when they reach that grade. 

See page 2 for test registration deadlines.

TIP’s Summer Programs
The 4th–6th Grade Talent Search is an entry point to our educational programs.  
Additional fees are required, but financial aid is available. 
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Grade-Level Test

Math Verbal

CRISIS (grades 5–6)  
One-week, experiential learning summer residential programs. 

Learn more at tip.duke.edu/solvethecrisis. 

Academic Adventures (grades 4–6)  
Intensive one-day courses. 

 Learn more at tip.duke.edu/aap. 

eInvestigators (grades 4–6)  
Month-long, interactive online investigation to solve an academic mystery. 

Learn more at tip.duke.edu/crackthecase.

Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6
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http://tip.duke.edu/solvethecrisis
http://tip.duke.edu/aap
http://tip.duke.edu/crackthecase


INVITATION FORM  <Place school letterhead over the paragraph below.>
DIRECTIONS: Use this invitation to notify students of their eligibility for the 4th–6th Grade Talent Search. Download easy to print, editable versions from 
our website in either English or Spanish (tip.duke.edu/456toolkit) or reproduce the letter by pasting your school’s letterhead over this paragraph. Before 
sending to families, fill in the student name, Duke TIP School ID, and their qualifying test score information.

Dear _________________________________________,

Congratulations! Due to your excellent performance on a recent grade-level standardized test, you have qualified to 
participate in the highly selective Duke University Talent Identification Program 4th–6th Grade Talent Search. 
Participation in the 4th–6th Grade Talent Search is an honor as very few students qualify.

Since 1980 Duke TIP, a non-profit organization, has helped gifted students discover and explore their academic talents. 
A student enrolls only once in the Duke TIP 4th–6th Grade Talent Search and receives benefits through the end of sixth 
grade, including access to optional above-grade-level testing, enrichment activities, specialized publications, and 
eligibility to apply to TIP’s educational programs. See the attached brochure or visit tip.duke.edu/456gts for more details. 

Next Steps 
To join the 4th–6th Grade Talent Search, you must enroll online at tip.duke.edu/enroll or submit a paper application to 
Duke TIP. Talent search enrollment is open from October 1, 2017, through March 31, 2018. 

Students wishing to also register for the optional PSAT 8/9 test 
this academic year must enroll in the talent search and select 
their preferred test dates and locations before the PSAT 8/9 
registration deadlines. Keep in mind that students may take  
the PSAT 8/9 test any year they are enrolled. To learn more  
about PSAT 8/9 testing and locate the paper registration  
form for those not enrolling online, visit tip.duke.edu/psat89.

The cost for the 4th–6th Grade Talent Search is a nonrefundable  
onetime $40 fee. The PSAT 8/9 test is available for an additional  
nonrefundable $42 test registration fee.

Any student who qualifies for free or reduced lunch is eligible for a fee 
waiver that eliminates the $40 talent search enrollment fee. We also provide 
a fixed number of fee waivers for the $42 PSAT 8/9 registration fee, granted 
on a first-come, first-served basis to qualified students. To request a fee 
waiver, submit a copy of your free or reduced lunch approval paperwork  
or a fee waiver form provided by your school.

If you have questions, please feel free to contact me, or contact Duke TIP  
directly at (919) 668-9100 or 456talentsearch@tip.duke.edu.

Congratulations again on this honor!

Best regards,

__________________________________________ 
Educator Signature

The following information will help you complete 
your enrollment:

Duke TIP School ID: 

_____  _____  _____  _____  _____  _____  --  _____  _____ 

Qualifying Test Information: 

Test Name: ____________________________________

Subtest Name: _______________________________

Score:  _______________________________________

PSAT 8/9 test dates Paper Registration 
Postmark Deadline

Online Registration 
Deadline

Saturday, Jan. 20, 2018 Friday, Dec. 1, 2017 Monday, Dec. 11, 2017

Saturday, Feb. 10, 2018 Friday, Dec. 29, 2017 Monday, Jan. 8, 2018

Sunday, Feb. 11, 2018 Friday, Dec. 29, 2017 Monday, Jan. 8, 2018

http://www.tip.duke.edu/456toolkit
http://tip.duke.edu/456gts
http://tip.duke.edu/enroll 
http://tip.duke.edu/psat89
mailto:456talentsearch%40tip.duke.edu?subject=


FEE WAIVER FORM  <Place school letterhead over the paragraph below.>
DIRECTIONS: Students requesting a fee waiver for the 2017–18 4th–6th Grade Talent Search must present Duke TIP with written verification 
that they qualify for free or reduced lunch at your school. They must submit this form on school letterhead (or provide a copy of their free 
or reduced lunch approval paperwork). Multiple students may be listed on one form; however, to protect the students’ privacy if you list 
multiple names on one form, please collect completed applications and submit the applications in one bulk mailing.

Date: ____________________________________

Re: Fee Waiver Form for the 4th–6th Grade Talent Search

To Whom It May Concern: 

This fee waiver form certifies the student(s) listed below is eligible to receive a fee waiver from the Duke 
University Talent Identification Program for participation in the 2017–18 4th–6th Grade Talent Search. This form 
does not certify that the student(s) listed below takes part in the free or reduced lunch program, only that  
he/she qualifies under program guidelines.

Student Name(s): 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Sincerely, 

______________________________________ __________________________________________________ 
Print Name of Counselor, Teacher, or School Official Name of School

______________________________________ __________________________________________________ 
Signature of Counselor, Teacher, or School Official City and State

INSTRUCTIONS:

If enrolling online, carefully follow this step-by-step process: 

Step 1: Create a new account or log into your existing account at tip.duke.edu/enroll and select  
and fill out the 4th–6th Grade Talent Search enrollment.

Step 2: Check the box on the fee waiver page that indicates the student qualifies for free or reduced lunch. 

Step 3: Complete all screens and submit the online enrollment.

Step 4: Provide a copy of this fee waiver form by one of the following four methods.

• Upload: scan this fee waiver form and upload at tip.duke.edu/456upload 
• Email: scan this fee waiver form and send by email as an attachment to 456talentsearch@tip.duke.edu 
• Fax: (919) 668-9139 
• Mail: Duke TIP 4th–6th Grade Talent Search Fee Waiver, 300 Fuller Street, Durham, NC 27701 

If enrolling by paper application, include this fee waiver form (or a copy of your free or reduced lunch  
approval paperwork) with the application.
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http://www.tip.duke.edu/enroll
http://tip.duke.edu/456upload
mailto:456talentsearch%40tip.duke.edu%20%20?subject=
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Serving your academically  
talented students is easier  

with Duke TIP as your partner.

 þ Identify qualified students using one of the four methods listed on page 3.

 þ Notify eligible students using the invitation form found at  
tip.duke.edu/456toolkit or photocopy the form inserted into this guide. 
(See page 2 for test dates and deadlines.)

 þ For students who qualify for free or reduced lunch, provide a fee waiver 
form found at tip.duke.edu/456toolkit or inserted into this guide. 

 þ Request more applications and brochures at tip.duke.edu/schoolupdate.

 þ Update your contact information at tip.duke.edu/schoolupdate. 

 þ Get details on your role at tip.duke.edu/456guide.

Need more help?
Duke TIP Main Office 

300 Fuller Street 
Durham, NC 27701 

456talentsearch@tip.duke.edu  
(919) 668-9100

Duke TIP Florida Office 
Sarasota, FL  

kthomascain@tip.duke.edu  
(941) 376-4086

Duke TIP Texas Office
Austin, TX 78701 

tguidry@tip.duke.edu  
(512) 473-8400

¿Necesita ayuda? Favor de contactar a: tguidry@tip.duke.edu o llame al (512) 473-8400.

tip.duke.edu

http://tip.duke.edu/456toolkit
http://tip.duke.edu/456toolkit
http://tip.duke.edu/schoolupdate
http://tip.duke.edu/schoolupdate
http://tip.duke.edu/456guide
mailto:456talentsearch%40tip.duke.edu?subject=
mailto:kthomascain%40tip.duke.edu?subject=
mailto:tguidry%40tip.duke.edu?subject=
mailto:tguidry%40tip.duke.edu?subject=
http://tip.duke.edu

